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CITIES AND SPLENDOURS OF THE ADRIATIC - FROM DUBROVNIK TO VENICE IN LUXURY

Beneath the sun of the Adriatic, set off on a journey on which
the sea blends with history and island landscapes,
accompanied by the melodies of the legendary cellist Mstislav
Rostropovitch. In partnership with Radio Classique, this cruise
will be an opportunity to pay homage to the finest pages of his
repertory, performed by the greatest contemporary cellists, on
the occasion of the centenary of his birth and twenty years after
his passing. Medieval cities, golden beaches and villages
steeped in history on the Dalmatian coast merge with the
Croatian islands with their pine aromas, offering a subtle
balance between relaxation and discovery. Istria and the
Slovenian shores, featuring natural parks, ancient vestiges and
Venetian elegance, reveal a unique atmosphere of authenticity
and contemplation.

ITINERARY

Days 1 - 2 DUBROVNIK

Emblem of the Dalmatian coast, Dubrovnik is magnificently
positioned on a rocky spur. History is sovereign here, in this
ancient city, now a listed UNESCO World Heritage site. You will
perhaps be surprised by the proportions of La Placa, the central
drag through the city. The sheer width of it can be explained by
the fact that it straddles a former lagoon. The elegant houses
along La Placa are built in the legendary travertine stone. At Pile
gate, you will be greeted by the statue of the patron saint of
Dubrovnik, and you can admire the coastline as you walk along
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the ramparts. But what's inside Fort Saint John, adjoining the
outer walls? A maritime museum and an aquarium featuring
rare fish from the Adriatic.

Day 3 STARI GRAD, HVAR ISLAND

You will sail towards the popular island of Hvar, for a day in Stari
Grad, an intimate port of call that is off the beaten track. Let
your feelings guide you and discover this pretty city located at
the end of a fertile plain, planted with vines and olive groves, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. The organisation of its parcels,
marked out by dry stone walls that punctuate the landscape,
goes back to ancient times. Wander around the small streets at
your leisure, discovering the town's pretty boutiques and
gourmet restaurants.

Day 4 BOL

Bol is a destination in the Dalmatian archipelago, best kept
secret. This picturesque village is located on the southern coast
of Brac Island. Its traditional architecture has unbelievable
charm: little houses with white facades and red tiled roofs
provide the perfect setting for laid-back meanders. Beyond the
port, the waterfront promenade leads onto the beaches which
are shaded by pines and cypresses. The most famous of them is
Zlatni Rat, "the golden horn". From the belvedere on Vidova
Gora mountain, you can see its unusual contours and get an
eyeful of the other Adriatic islands.

Day 5 RAB

We have no doubt that the authenticity of this little island in
Kvarner bay will charm you beyond belief. Dating from Adriatic
Antiquity, its name means "wooded lands" in reference to the
pinewoods, cypresses and cork oaks surrounding the main
town. This town is called Rab, like the island. Here, you will see
architecture of Venetian influence, inherited from the Middle
Ages, illustrated by the bell-tower. Below, the ramparts provide
views embracing the entire coastline, punctuated by deserted
creeks.

Day 6 THE BRIJUNI ISLANDS & PULA

Viewed from above, the Brijuni archipelago forms rounded
shapes in dazzling colours against the blue hues of the Adriatic.
This group of 14 Istrian islands has been inhabited by man
since the Bronze Age, thanks to its mild climate and favourable
geographical position. The architectural heritage of these islands
is very significant, since Roman ruins from the 1st century BC
can be found here. Vestiges from the Byzantine and Venetian
periods round off this deep-dive into the past which continues
right up to the 19th century with the arrival of the Austrian
industrialist Paul Kupelwieser. By purchasing Veliki Brijun, the
largest island in the group, he actively contributed to the
reputation of the archipelago among the Austro-Hungarian
aristocrats of the Belle Époque. Later on, great political leaders
such as Marshal Tito, the former president of Yugoslavia, would
mingle here with the great writers of the time, including James
Joyce or Thomas Mann. The islands were granted national park
status in 1983, for their natural beauty and their biodiversity.



01432 507 280 (within UK)

info@small-cruise-ships.com | small-cruise-ships.com

Discover this unique corner of paradise on a bike or in a kayak,
via land or from the refreshing waters of the Mediterranean.

The Pearl of the Adriatic, lying at the southern tip of the Istrian
Peninsula, Pula is undoubtedly the most Roman of all Croatian
towns. Some of the greatest pages in history were written here,
as the breathtaking ancient remains testify. Take your pick
exploring the amphitheatre, the Twin Gates, the Gate of Hercule
and the triumphal Arch of the Sergii. Stroll through the busy
lanes in the old town, enjoying the warm welcome of the locals,
and perhaps you will be tempted to try the famous Kvarner
scampi or Istrian ham.

Day 7 PIRAN

On the Slovenian coast, the picturesque town of Piran stands on
a tongue of land bathed by the Adriatic. Its old town, girded by
fortifications, provides a medieval atmosphere embossed with
Venetian nuances. From Tartini square, you can explore a whole
interweave of mysterious streets located on the hillside, leading
you to Saint George's church, built on a hillock overlooking the
shoreline. After admiring the view, don't miss a good look at the
nave, and its rich decorations of frescoes and panelling. You will
also see that the tower built behind the church reproduces the
famous bell-tower of Saint Mark's square. During your
peregrinations, make sure you try a borek, a sort of pasty which
can be sweet or savoury, filled with meat or fruit.

Day 8 VENICE

Proud and eternal, Venice has reigned on its lagoon ever since
the 6th century. You may think you know this city before even
setting foot here. You will inevitably fall in love with the charm of
the innumerable treasures of the Serenissima: Saint Mark's
square, the basilica, Doges palace, the Grand Canal and the
gondolas. Yet, secret Venice is also waiting for you to explore its
little interlacing streets and canals, to ramble through its
squares and to push open the doors of its churches. The city's
extraordinary heritage shouldn't stop you from enjoying a glass
of Spritz and a few tramezzini.

Please note:

Itineraries are subject to change.
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YOUR SHIP: L'AUSTRAL

YOUR SHIP: L'Austral

VESSEL TYPE:

LENGTH:

142 metres. Passenger Capacity:
264 (200 in Antarctica). Built:
2011

PASSENGER CAPACITY:

BUILT/REFURBISHED:

Luxury Expedition / Cruise Ship This superb mega-yacht with
132 cabins is the result of the expertise of the Italian Fincantieri
shipyard and French sophistication, as interpreted by designer
Jean-Philippe Nuel. L'Austral has a unique atmosphere, a subtle
blend of luxury, intimacy and well-being. A sleek silhouette
softened by elegantly smooth contours and large, arched
windows opening up to the sea and the light: so many features
come together to give L'Austral her distinctive shape. Precious
materials, discreet elegance and a perfect balance between chic
and casual, combine to make you feel as if you are on your own
private yacht. A design blending tradition and innovation, where
a nautical mood has been subtly recreated. Precious materials
in smoothing neutral tones are brought to life with splashes of
cheerful reds. So many personal touches create the spirit of a
"private yacht". Suites and staterooms You can expect
magnificent ocean views as 124 staterooms and suites have
balconies. Individually-controlled airconditioning • Cabin layout:
kingsize bed, or twin beds, communicating cabins available
(children welcome) • Minibar • Flat screen satellite TV • IPod™

players • Desk with stationery • Electronic safe • French bath
products • Dressing table and hairdryer • Bath robes • Satellite
direct line telephone • 110/220 volts • 24hr room service • WiFi •
Balcony Cuisine Loyal to the great French tradition, the haute
cuisine on board is worthy of the finest restaurants, where
discreet, attentive service is the hallmark. Choose from two
restaurants for breakfasts, lunch and dinner. The Gastronomic
Restaurant is situated on Le Liberte Deck and serves you French
and international cuisine accompagnied by fine wine. On the
Grill Restaurant, you have the opportuniny to eat outside and
enjoy buffet lunch and themed dinner. Life On Board Whether
you want to join other guests in the theatre or games area (Wii™
consoles, etc), or relax on your own in a quiet corner of the
library, L'Austral has been designed to meet the needs of every
guest. Everything has been done to preserve the independence
of each guest to suit their personal tastes: lounges for lectures
and shows, a spa in partnership with Sothys™, but also more
intimate spaces such as the library and internet corner.
Comfortable cabins, nearly all with private balcony, are available
for families either as triples or as communicating cabins. There
is also a games area with Wii™ consoles, children's menus, and
a baby-sitting service. Just as if you were on a private yacht,
your time is your own to do as you please. Fitted with the latest
equipment (Kinesis Wall, running machine) and in partnership
with the famous Sothys™ brand, the Beauty Centre on L'Austral
welcomes you for some unforgettable moments of relaxation
and pampering (beauty treatments, hairdresser). Wheelchairs 3
specially adapted wheelchair cabins (Deck 3 = Superior cabin
no. 307, no balcony, Deck 4 = Prestige Cabin no. 407 - with
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balcony and Deck 5 = Prestige Cabin no 509, with balcony) and
lifts to all decks/areas. Details Please click the following links to
read more about Ponant and the other Ponant

cruise ships.
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INSIDE YOUR SHIP

Deluxe Stateroom Deluxe Suite Deck 3

Deluxe Suite Deck 4 Deluxe Suite Deck 5

Deluxe Suite Deck 6 Grand Deluxe Suite Deck 5

Grand Deluxe Suite Deck 6 Prestige Deck 4

Prestige Deck 5 Prestige Deck 5 Suite

Prestige Deck 6 Prestige Deck 6 Suite

Privilege Suite Deck 5 Privilege Suite Deck 6
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PRICING

16-Jul-2026 to 23-Jul-2026

Deluxe Suite Deck 6 £7255 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 4 £4045 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 5 Suite £8065 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 6 Suite £8265 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 5 £4245 GBP pp

Deluxe Stateroom £3845 GBP pp

Privilege Suite Deck 5 £8665 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 5 £7255 GBP pp

Grand Deluxe Suite Deck 6 £10465 GBP pp

Grand Deluxe Suite Deck 5 £10465 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 6 £4495 GBP pp

Privilege Suite Deck 6 £8665 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 3 £7255 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 4 £7255 GBP pp

13-Aug-2026 to 20-Aug-2026

Grand Deluxe Suite Deck 5 £10465 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 6 Suite £8265 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 6 £7255 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 5 £7255 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 5 Suite £8065 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 4 £7255 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 5 £4245 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 3 £7255 GBP pp

Grand Deluxe Suite Deck 6 £10465 GBP pp

Privilege Suite Deck 6 £8665 GBP pp

Privilege Suite Deck 5 £8665 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 6 £4495 GBP pp

Deluxe Stateroom £3845 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 4 £4045 GBP pp
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PRICING

04-Aug-2027 to 11-Aug-2027

Grand Deluxe Suite Deck 5 £9365 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 4 £6955 GBP pp

Privilege Suite Deck 5 £8295 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 6 Suite £7915 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 5 Suite £7715 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 3 £6955 GBP pp

Privilege Suite Deck 6 £8295 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 5 £6955 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 6 £4305 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 6 £6955 GBP pp

Grand Deluxe Suite Deck 6 £10015 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 4 £3885 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 5 £4075 GBP pp

Deluxe Stateroom £3695 GBP pp

18-Aug-2027 to 25-Aug-2027

Grand Deluxe Suite Deck 6 £10015 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 3 £6955 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 6 £4305 GBP pp

Privilege Suite Deck 6 £8285 GBP pp

Deluxe Stateroom £3695 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 5 £6955 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 4 £6955 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 4 £3885 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 6 Suite £7905 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 5 Suite £7715 GBP pp

Privilege Suite Deck 5 £8285 GBP pp

Grand Deluxe Suite Deck 5 £9365 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 5 £4075 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 6 £6955 GBP pp
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PRICING

01-Sep-2027 to 08-Sep-2027

Prestige Deck 6 Suite £8425 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 5 Suite £8215 GBP pp

Privilege Suite Deck 6 £8825 GBP pp

Deluxe Stateroom £3925 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 5 £7395 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 5 £4335 GBP pp

Grand Deluxe Suite Deck 5 £10665 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 6 £7395 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 6 £4575 GBP pp

Grand Deluxe Suite Deck 6 £10665 GBP pp

Privilege Suite Deck 5 £8825 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 3 £7395 GBP pp

Deluxe Suite Deck 4 £7395 GBP pp

Prestige Deck 4 £4125 GBP pp


